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PASTOR’S CORNER

THE MOODS OF CHRISTMAS


The holiday season is a mixed bag for a congregation.  We look to the church to rise to a variety of expectations and satisfy many, often conflicting needs.  We want tradition, opportunities for service, a meaningful experience for children, something deep for adults, beautiful decorations, and snow—but not enough to force cancellations or put too much of a dent in the operating budget.


We can't control the snow, but we do try to meet some of the other needs.  The following events, as well as those in the attached flier are an indication of the many Advent and Christmas moods available here at Pilgrim. 

Christmas Party ~ Dec. 4, 5:00 pm


An old-fashioned inter-generational gathering with caroling, Santa Claus, a magic show, and munchies.

Mitten Tree Sunday ~ Dec. 12, 10:45


A Pilgrim tradition.  Decorate live Christmas trees with hats, mittens, scarves.  A chance to make someone else's Christmas a little brighter.

Movie Night ~ Dec 12, 6:30 pm


Watch a film and talk about it.  How does it relate to the life of faith? 
Music Sunday ~ Dec. 19, 10:30 am


A lessons and carols format for the Sunday service with special anthems by the choir.

Longest Night ~ Dec. 21, 7:30 pm


A quiet, reflective adult service for people who want to step back from the stress of Christmas preparations for a moment of introspection.

Tradition and Children  ~ Dec. 24, 6:00 pm


The Christmas Eve Pageant.  A family-friendly service which consists of a dramatic portrayal of the Nativity story.










Judy

MISSING: 

GREETING EACH OTHER IN WORSHIP


Many people have said they miss the greeting time at the beginning of worship and are wondering why it is not happening.


We have decided to suspend that part of the service until the end of flu season in the interest of not sharing germs along with friendly handshakes.


Look for the greeting and "This is the Day" to return in March.











Judy
NEW MEMBERS


Six new members joined the church on November 21.  Following is a brief introduction of them.  WELCOME ALL!


Douglas Johnston and Susan  Fagerstrom live in Winchester with their daughter, Julia, who is four years old.  Doug is in medical product design and development and Susan is an investment manager.  Both enjoy skiing, and Doug also enjoys writing, and has construction and computer skills.  Susan also enjoys the outdoors and being involved with Julia’s activities. 


Ruth Caswell Smith and W. Bridges Smith live in Lexington with their daughter, Lee Catherine, who is just 6 months old.  They enjoy many outdoor activities (skiing, snowboarding, hiking, rock climbing), reading, and music.  Ruth also enjoys baking, and plays viola in the Newton Symphony.


Ian and Barbara Yates live in Lexington, having moved from downtown Boston several years ago.  They have a son, Justin, 11 months old.  They are both consultants, and enjoy spending time with family and friends.  Barbara also enjoys gardening and the outdoors.  

PILGRIM’S 2005 PLEDGE DRIVE


I wanted to give you an update on how we are doing in raising the money that the church needs for 2005.


The proposed budget calls for pledges of about $200,000 in order to be balanced.  So far we have received 77 pledges for 2005 from people who pledged in 2004, totaling $162,400.   To all those who have responded, many thanks. In addition we have 10 new pledging units (individuals or families) for 2005 totaling $11,700. Thanks to all of you as well.


So the total pledged so far is $174,100 and we therefore have a ways to go. To those of you who have not yet responded but plan to do so for 2005, I would love to hear from you. Please mail your pledge cards in or drop them in the offering plate as soon as possible. Don’t have a pledge card? Don’t worry – a short note to me will do. My email address is derek.gardiner@verizon.net if this works better for you.


   Derek Gardiner, Collector for Pilgrim Church

PILGRIM’S EDUCATION SUMMIT


On November 21st, about thirty Pilgrims spent an evening in positive discussion about where our religious educational program at Pilgrim is today and what they see as necessary steps to take the program to the next level.  Debra Adams' opening Psalm set the tone for the evening.  Sylvia-Ferrell Jones facilitated as we then brainstormed:  

· What makes a great religious program

· What we are doing well

· What are the needs of our program going 

forward


Ideas of what makes up a strong religious program ranged from goals such as high participation by youth of all ages to moving the time of Sunday school to allow parents to both worship and teach.  A great program was seen to include adult and intergenerational learning opportunities. 


There were themes of an engaging, experiential program, of spiritual learning through doing, providing current context to go with the biblical text.  Much talk centered on teachers.  A strong program was seen as having plenty of them, provided with the training, curriculum and support needed to be successful.  A measure of overall success was that a great religious education program is a strong draw to families with young children in search of a church home. 


Strengths that were highlighted in our current program included our confirmation activities, new programs such as Acolyte and Small Group Ministry, and the Christmas pageant.  Our director, Debra, was seen as an energizing force, also noting how many parents and other parishioners are passionate about religious education, as demonstrated by the turnout that evening.  


Special mention was made of the excellent pre-school program and the fine childcare provided by the team in the nursery.  Overall, Pilgrim was rated a welcome, inviting place for children, exemplified by opportunities to participate in worship through the children's time and communion.


The needs fell into two principle categories:  

a clearer vision of what we want for our program and a more effective process for implementing it.


Members who wished to participate signed up for teams to address Vision and Implementation.


The teams and their general missions are listed below:

Visioning Team

Will be looking at the big picture, devising a long-term plan, setting goals, and researching best-practices. Sylvia will convene this group.

Gregory North


Marcia Mitchell

David McClave


Leigh Pelletier

Jennifer Cassettari

Sharon Lawler

Steve Snyder

Implementation Team

Will take responsibility for the week-to-week running of the church school and support Debra's leadership. Debra will lead this group.

Anita Bradley


Gregory North

Marcia Mitchell


Helen Troy

Mary Mackie


Joe Costello


If you have any questions or suggestions, feel free to call or e-mail Debra Adams, Sylvia Ferrell-Jones or Gregory North.

CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS EVENTS


Invitations are available for Christmas activities at Pilgrim. They can be found on the table in the foyer.  Send a personal invitation to friends and relatives.  Share the joy!



A service of reflection and hope.

Tuesday  •  December 21  •  7:30 pm
The Longest Night
 “The light shines in darkness and

the darkness has not overcome it.”
Pilgrim Congregational Church,

United Church of Christ.

55 Coolidge Avenue, Lexington

781-862-0357
Enter Christmas week in a state of spiritual readiness.

This quiet candlelight service provides an opportunity to step back from the holiday rush.

Contemplate the meanings of the season through familiar carols, chant, and prayer.
Christmas Eve 

Friday   •  December 24  •  6:00 pm 

Candlelight 

Christmas Pageant

 “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!”
Pilgrim Congregational Church

United Church of Christ

55 Coolidge Avenue, Lexington

781-862-0357

The service that puts Christ into Christmas Eve
Bring the children to see the Christmas story unfold in carols, narration, and tableau. 

Childcare is available for children three and under.


HO HO HO

PILGRIM’S ALL FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY

THIS Saturday, December 4, 5:00 pm

      (Snow date exactly one week later!!!)


‘Tis the time of year to be jolly and we certainly hope all of you will join the fun at our annual Christmas party, this Saturday evening, December 4, 2004.  If you’ve never been to a Pilgrim Christmas party before, just come as our guest.  No need to bring anything.  


We will have pot luck appetizers and dessert so think about what you would like to contribute. 


During the wassail and nibbles, Santa will visit with children.  Look for his arrival at 6:00.  A short program will feature “Randy the Magnificent Magician” and a carol sing with the traditional “Twelve Days of Christmas” in song and action.


If you have a concern about transportation, we can help out with that; just let us know. This is a fun and relatively early evening for everyone.  Any question or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Connie Guim at 781-861-3744, Connieguim@yahoo.com.


Everyone is welcome.  This is a nice way to introduce friends to Pilgrim; especially children.  Sign up during coffee hour with Connie Guim.


Ho, Ho, Ho and to all great cheer … see you all for an evening of great fun with great friends.





Ruth Litchfield and Connie Guim

Happy Holidays to All!

COOKIES FOR OUR SOLDIERS IN IRAQ


Kathy and I helped bake over 2,400 cookies on the weekend of November 13th with your 176 pounds of generously donated baking goods. The cooking took place in Londonderry, NH at the UFAFRC-Armed Forces Reserve Center.  These cookies were sent to our many soldiers stationed in Iraq, including Pilgrim’s own Rob Mason. Mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, friends, and loved ones of soldiers collected baking goods from all over New England.  Everyone there was eager to bake cookies for our soldiers while sharing photos and stories of their loved ones now in Iraq. A handmade quilt; with colors of red, white and blue, of course, was raffled off. The raffle funds will be used for the “Welcome Home” Celebration planned for late February.

There were lots of hugs Kathy and I received that we’d like to pass on, thanking everyone at Pilgrim for their thoughtful and generous donations for this Bake off and the one held last May.

Many thanks and blessings to all of you, Kathy and mom; aka Ruth Litchfield
MOVIE & DISCUSSION NIGHT

December 12 - 6:30 pm


Come join us for the first in a series of Movie & Discussion Nights to be held Sunday, December 12th at 6:30 pm in Pilgrim Hall.  Our first feature is Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (2004), starring Jim Carrey and Kate Winslet.  Check out the official site http://www.eternalsunshine.com/.  Immediately following the film we will be discussing its themes of Mind, Memory, and Love over dessert and coffee.  


These Movie & Discussion Nights are part of our expanding Small Group Ministries Program, stay tuned!  If you have any questions or suggestions, please give Gregory North a call at (781) 862-2662.
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

AT PILGRIM! 


Back by popular demand . . . the Christmas SERRV SALE!  Shopping at Pilgrim while we support our Mission Work seems to speak to the heart of Christmas, so we are doing it again!  


SERRV has recently changed its name to 

A Greater Gift, SERRV International Partnerships.  Their mission however, hasn't changed.  They are a nonprofit organization promoting the social and economic progress of people in developing regions of the world by purchasing and marketing their handcrafts in a direct and just manner.  (They operate under the same principals as the Equal Exchange fair trade coffee, which we serve during coffee hour.)


SERRV items come from countries such as South Africa, Peru, Bosnia, India, and Bangladesh.  So mark your calendars and prepare to do a little Christmas Shopping during Coffee Hour on Dec. 5, and Dec. 12.  And yes, we will also be selling the Equal Exchange Coffee, Tea & Cocoa as well as the assorted holiday gift baskets on these dates.  







Mission Committee

Enrollment has begun for Fall 2005


  We are an NAEYC Accredited nursery school which provides programs for children 2.9 – 5 years old.  Our children enjoy a creative, innovative curriculum in a warm, nurturing environment.  Classrooms are small and most of our teachers have been here for over six years.  Pilgrim members receive a tuition10% discount.


  Please call for a tour at 781-861-8853.







Leslie Holmes, Director 

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
EAST VILLAGE CHRISTMAS FAIR

December 10 and 11

Donations of baked goods, raffle items, crafts, jewelry are needed.  The fair will take place from 10:00am - 4:00pm at East Village, 840 Emerson Gardens Rd, Lexington.  Proceeds benefit the Resident Council Fund.

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS 

CAROL SERVICE

December 12


Celebrate the Advent Season with caroling and a candlelight service at 7:00pm at the First Congregational Church of Waltham, 730 Main Street, across from the library.

 BAKE SALE

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH

December 18


Surprise family and friends with special eats at your Christmas table this year with Baklava and other Greek favorites!  From 10am to 2pm, 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church is having a bake sale at 17 Meriam Street, Lexington.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

DATE 
NAME

    3

Adrienne Stang-Osborne

  10

Holly Carabbio

  11

John Sym



Jim Wood

  13

Jennifer Armstrong



Katie Baer

  16

Christopher Pelletier

  18

Danielle Enzmann

  19

Tim Breton

  21

Spencer George



Jane Marshall

  26

Leigh Pelletier

  27

Linda Sjoberg

  29

Kyle Forgaard



Thompson Bond



Martha Wood

  30

Kim Johnson

  31

Jonah Stang-Osborne

If your name is missing from this list, call or email the office:  781 862-0357 - pilgrimlex@aol.com.

CONFIDENTIALITY


Since our newsletter is posted on the church's website, it is available to be read by anyone.  We are careful not to print anything that might be considered confidential, but some people prefer complete web anonymity.  If you do not want your name to appear in Pilgrim’s Progress, please let Jean Hibino know (pilgrimlex@aol.com   781-862-0357).

The next Pilgrim’s Progress deadline will be Sunday, December 12 at noon

ORDER YOUR 

POINSETTIAS!

Poinsettias will decorate the church on Sunday, December 19, and on Christmas Eve.  

If you wish to order a poinsettia plant, fill in the form below and send it to the church office by Monday, December 13, with an accompanying check made payable to Pilgrim Congregational Church.

Poinsettias are $7.00 per plant.  Plants may be taken after either service.










Ruth Litchfield










Flower Chairperson

I/We would like to order __________ poinsettia(s) for the Christmas services.





   (amount)

Enclosed is my/our check in the amount of $ __________.  

Name ______________________________________________________________







(please print)

Optional:  
“In memory of 

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________”




“In celebration of, In honor of, etc. 

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________”

Please indicate your choice of color:









______ red
______ white

Please check one:

_______ 
I will leave my plant(s) to be distributed to a shut-in.

_______ 
I will take my plant(s) after the service.
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Dear Friends,	 


The season of Advent is upon us!  Church school classes will be learning the New Testament stories of Jesus’ birth.  


We collect an offering in church school every Sunday.  The children decide in how this offering is disbursed.  They are committed to sponsoring two children in the Dominican Republic but they choose the other programs they wish to participate in.   


Recently an Educational Summit was held to discuss and evaluate Pilgrim’s educational program.  Two groups were formed- one is for visioning and the other for implementing.  These two groups hope to meet and begin during the month of December.  If you have ideas to share or would like to participate, please speak to me and I’ll help point you in the right direction.  Those present were very excited about the enthusiasm generated from the meeting. 


	


Blessings,


							Debra


	








�











Church School Needs





 We would love some new Christmas books that focus on the story of Jesus’ birth.  If you are out shopping, would you consider purchasing a book for our collection?  Children love to hear this story over and over.  Having several books telling the same story makes the learning a bit more interesting.  We are especially looking for books that have few words on each page making it easy to read in a large group.  We will also be putting some of these on the table in the Narthex for children to take into the service.

















� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/co/confirm_682.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���











Pageant Rehearsals





Pageant rehearsals will take place directly after worship on Dec. 5, 12, and 19.  If you have not already signed up for a part and would like to, you may email Lisa Boehm at � HYPERLINK "mailto:theboehms@earthlink.net" ��theboehms@earthlink.net� 


Our pageant will be held on December 24th at 6pm.  Invite your friends!











The Confirmation class went to Common Cathedral ( a ministry to the homeless on Boston Common) this past Sunday.  The youth participated in the worship service and then handed out food to the people gathered there.  We returned to the church to discuss what we saw, what we learned and how we felt about the experience.  We will be participating in City Reach later in the year.  This will be an opportunity to stay in St. Paul’s Cathedral and go out at night with chaperones to visit the homeless on the street.

















